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crate seasonal variations in temperature. Here most of the rainfall
occurs during- the winter season. Central Europe is essentially a transi-
tion zone between the oceanic climate of the west and the continental
climate of the cast, and it partakes of the characteristics of each. The
influence of climate on human life in each of these zones is of interest,
and is essential to an understanding of the geography of the continent

THE 1NFLUICNCKS OF CLIMATE UPON EUROPEAN  LIFE

The cool summers, mild winters and the ample and well distributed
rainfall of northwestern Europe furnish ideal conditions for the pro-
duction of a wide variety of crops. This climate is also well suited
for many of the most valuable domestic animals. The most widely pro-
duced breeds of horses, cattle and sheep were developed in this section.
1 Fere also conditions are ideal for human development. The moderate
temperature, the high degree of humidity with frequent rain and much
cloudy and foggy weather, and the variability produced by the frequent
cyclonic storms, provide optimum conditions for the development of the
white race, Climate has thus played an important part in the dominant
position which northwestern Europe holds in European and world
affairs.

Central Europe is not quite as well situated from a climatic point
of view. The greater seasonal variations in temperature, the smaller
amount of rainfall, the lower degree of relative humidity and the
shorter growing season reduce the number of crops which can be
grown profitably, and provide conditions which are slightly less well
suited for the raising of certain types of domestic animals. From a
human point of view, however, the climate is still stimulating and
encourages health and energy,

Much of eastern Europe is only moderately well adapted for hu-
man progress. The great seasonal variations in temperature, the short
growing season and the slight rainfall decidedly limit the number of
crops which can be produced, and provide mediocre conditions for the
raising of many breeds of domestic animals. The long, cold winters
with the rural idleness which they necessitate, the lower degree of
humidity, and the lessening variability due to the reduced influence
of the cyclonic storms result in conditions which are not as conducive
to human health and energy as are those to be found farther west.

The absence of rainfall during the growing season decidedly limits
the natural vegetation and the.number of agricultural crops which are
to be found in the Mediterranean area. Forests are lacking except